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the feeling, immediately arrests its growth and crystallises it
into an object of thought. The play of the Hartleyan law
requires exactly the opposite condition, viz. the presence of
felt, but uncontemplated, pleasure, with attention (so far as
there is any) engaged upon the perceptible objects that
cause it; so that the feeling is let alone m its free expan-
sion, and allowed to suffuse the objects with colours of
added beauty. And hence the law receives its chief illus-
tration in the mental history, not of introspective philo-
sophers, but of children, and persons whose eager impulses
prevent their ever losing the attributes of childhood. The
pleasures which the Sensation-philosophy needs to detain
in the unreflecting state, the egoist insists on bringing into
the full blaze of self-consciousness; and by that change at
once withers their energy, and stops the widening of their
empire over neutral fields. He therefore cancels at the out-
set the qualification for winning the disinterested affections,
and closes against himself the path which we have hypo-
thetically left open to him. The only question for him now
is whether, having learned that his conscious self-seeking
raay be intrusive, he can employ the will which has invoked
it to turn it out again; so as voluntarily to forget himself,
in order to be landed at last in a more pleasurable result. It
seems so little disputable that self-seeking and self-forget-
fulness are mutually exclusive, that it would no more have
occurred to me to ask the former to eject itself than to resort
to Satan to cast out Satan, were it not that Professor
Sidgwick apparently regards this as by no means an im-
practicable feat. He thinks it quite possible for an
Epicurean who judges himself deficient in impulses and
affections which are important factors in the possible sum
of pleasures, to put himself in the way of producing these
in himself. And this opinion, he reminds us, has the
support of many philosophers and divines who have com-
mended the benevolent and the=religious affections, as worthy
of being fostered by all who would attain to the happiest
kind of life.
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